


for most of the summer, then
leases the facility to the CRS and
other religious and civic groups
{uring the remaining m-ont}is.
Campers sleep in comfortable,
modern cabins. Cafeteria dining
takes-place in the large multi-purl
pose lodge on the ranch's highest
hill.

Cqmper Ron Hubbard, 28,
works as a disc jockey at a Jack-
sonville Christian radio station.
Back for his third year at Name-
less Valley, Hubbard said he enjoys
taking part in the numerous cinip
activities.
- "I love riding and swimming, al-

thoggh I'm really not a jock]i he
said. "Camp energizes me and gets
me ready to get back at it at woik,"
- Hubbard spoke while sitting un-der a tree with half a dozen

campers. On the small ranch lake
nearby, sighted counselors in-
structed blind passengers in ca-
noes, while another camper under
the tree strummed his guitar and
sang.

Abilities such as the singer's are
encouraged during the week and
especially in the camp talent
Bhows, held on two consecutive
nights this year due to the number
of participants. The time-tested
tradition of singing around the
campfire is also alive and well at
the blind camp.

Remarking on the increased
confidence level of campers who
return (50 percent were returnees
this summer), Busker said, "It's
amazing how one week at camp
can change them so much from the
first time they came here. So many
campers really open up and sur-
prise themselves."

Houston resident Don Smith,
24, who attended with his guide

dog, Rudy, said camp "makes me
feel independent." Smith also at-
tends a CRS-sponsored winter
camp, where he learned to snow
ski.

Due to the level ofassistance re-
quired at a camp for the blind, the
camp's camper-to-counselor ratio
is always at least four to one. This
year it was one to one, because vol-
unteer teen-agers from the Se-
venth-day Adventist camp stayed
on to help after their session was
over.

Before the blind campers arrive,
all counselors and volunteers par-
ticipate in a special orientation
which includes spending a portion
of the day blindfolded. The exper-
ience helps them understand the
world from a blind camper's per-
spective and alerts them to poten-
tial hazards most sighted people
wouldn't think of, such as tripping
over a stone or tree root.

The paid counselors, who each
specialize in a particular activity,
are often college students consid-
ering a career working with the
handicapped, Busker said. Most
counselors work at the camp for
the entire summer, as does the kit-
chen staff, a full-time nurse, main-
tenance crew and eupport staff.
They are led by camp director Jeff
Brown, who works closely with
Busker during the blind camp
sessron.

Busker said he'd like to see
Nameless Valley Ranch filled to its
capacity of 120 campers. Busker
and other CRS representatives,
who spend most of the year calling
on businesses to solicit sponsor-
ships, also visit schools, nursing
homes and "anywhere else we can

think of' to reach prospective
campers.

"We're a small force trying to do
a big job,'r Busker said. 'iWe know
there are so many blind folks we
haven't reached who would really
benefit from a week of camp. On
our visits, we see so many children
and adults who just sit at home
and do nothing, because they don't
know their capabilities. When we
get them here to camp, we chal-
lenge them to try it all."


